wo 01/03386 



PCT/IBOO/00241 



.20 





15 





CLAIMS 

1 . A metiiod of notifying a user of the receipt of an e-mail by a mail centre, 
comprising transmitting a notification message in a broadcast signal. 

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein the notification message is sent 
without any (dir^t) user prompt. 




A method according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the notification message 
10 include^^ identifier of a receiver/decoder to which the notification message is to be 
se 



4. A mdthod according to claim 3 wherein the receiver/decoder compares 
the identifier wit^an identifier which is stored at the receiver/decoder. 

5. A methodjaccording to claim 3 or 4 wherein the receiver/decoder has a 
smartcard number and thej identifier comprises at least part of the smartcard number. 



6. 



A method 



according to any of the preceding claims further comprising 



20 storing information rela|ing to e-mail accounts, preferably at a central location. 



/ 



7. A method according to claim 6 wherein information relating to e-mail 
accounts is link^ to identifiers of receiver/decoders, and preferably wherein the 
information relating to e-mail accounts is linked to the smartcard numbers of 
25 receiver/decoders. 




8. A method/according to claim 6 or 7 wherein the broadcast signal is part 
of a subscription service and information relating to e-mail accounts is linked to 
information relating toAhe subscription service. 

9. A method according to any of the preceding claims wherein the 
notification message comprises an identifier of the recipient of the e-mail. 

/ 
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10. A mcjhod according to any of the preceding claims wherein the 
notification message /comprises an identifier of the sender of the e-mail. 

11. A ndethod according to any of the preceding claims wherein the 
5 notification messaae comprises at least part of the text of the e-mail. 

12. A /method according to any of the preceding claims wherein the 
notification message is sent to a receiver/decoder. 



13 . A method according to claim 12 wherein the receiver/decoder generates 
a signal for indicating to the user receipt of the e-mail by the mail centre. 



::atmg to 



14. A methpd according to any of the preceding claims farther comprising 
storing preferences selected by the user. 



15. A mei 
notifying the user of 



od according to any of the preceding claims farther comprisiiig 
a selected nimiber of e-mails. 




16. A mfethod according to any of the preceding claims wherein the 
20 broadcast signal is ja digital data stream. 

n. A method a^rding to claim 16 wherein the notification message is sent 
as a section of the digital/data stream. 



18. A methoa according to claim 16 wherein the notification message is sent 
by way of an entitlement management message. 



19- A memod of notifying a user of the receipt of e-mail by a mail centre, 
which e-mail is to be transmitted to the user via a first medium, comprising transmitting 
30 a notification message, indicating the receipt of e-mail by the mail centre, to the user 
via a second medium, different from the first medium. 



20. 



method according to claim 19 wherein the first medium is a switched 
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medium and the sec^^medium is a broadcast medium. 

21 . A method according to any of the preceding claims further comprising 
transmitting at l/ast part of the e-mail in the broadcast signal. 

22. A melpod of transferring an e-mail from a mail centre to a user, 
comprising transmitong at least part of the e-mail in a broadcast signal. 

23. A method of communicating with a mail centre, comprising running an 
e-mail application yon a receiver /decoder. 

24. Apparatus for notifying a user of the receipt of e-mail by a mail centre, 
comprising mtaps for transmitting a notification message in a broadcast signal. 

15 25. /Apparatus according to claim 24 wherein the notification message 

includes an i</entifier of a receiver/decoder to which the notification message is to be 
"^sentr- 

26. Apparatus afccording to claims 24 or 25 further comprising means for 
0 storing information relating to e-mail accounts. 

27. Appa^tus according to claim 26 wherein information relating to e-mail 
accounts is linked to identifiers of receiver /decoders, and preferably wherein the 
information rdiating to e-mail accounts is linked to the smartcard numbers of 

25 receiver/deoKiers. 

28. Apparatus accorcmig to claim 26 or 27 wherein the broadcast signal is 
part of a subscription service apd information relating to e-mail accounts is linked to 
information relating to the subscription service. 

29. Apparatus ac^rding to any of claims 24 to 28 wherein the notification 
message comprises an identifier of the recipient of the e-mail. 
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30. Apparatus according to any of claims 24 to 29 wherein the notification 
message comprisi^s an identifier of the sender of the e-mail. 

31. Ai iparatus according to any of clauns 24 to 30 wherein the notification 
5 message comprises at least part of the text of the e-mail. 

32. Apparatus according to any of claims 24 to 3 1 further conq)rising means 
for storing preferences selected by the user. 

10 33. /Apparatus according to any of claims 24 to 32 wherein the apparatus is 

adapted to notify the user of a selected number of e-mails. 



V 



34. / Apparatus according to any of claims 24 to 33 wherein the broadcast 
signal is a aigital data stream. 

/ 

35. ApparaWs according to claim 34 wherein the apparatus is adapted to 
send the notification/message as a section of the digital data stream. 





36. Am>aratus according to claim 34 wherein the apparatus is adapted to 
20 send the notification message by way of an entitlement management message. 

37. Apparatus acc<&rding to any of claim 24 to 36 wherein the apparatus is 
adapted to send at least part of the e-mail in the broadcast signal. 

25 38. Appai atus for transferring an e-mail from a mail centre to a user, 

comprising means for transmitting at least part of the e-mail in a broadcast signal. 



which e-mail is to be 
30 transmitting a 
to the user via a 



39. Apparatus for notifying a user of the receipt of e-mail by a mail centre, 
transmitted to the user via a first medium, comprising means for 
notificiation message, indicating the receipt of e-mail by the mail centre, 
medium, different from the first medium. 



sec3nd : 



40. 



Appi ratus according to claim 39 wherein the first medium is a switched 
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mediuiQ and the second medium is a broadcast medium. 

41. A receiver/decoder for receiving and/or decoding a broadcast signal, 
comprisirte means for receiving, together with a broadcast signal, a notification 
message fqr notifying a user of the receipt of e-mail by a mail centre. 



10 



15 



42. I A receiver/decoder according to claim 41 wherein the receiver/decoder 
is adapted tol compare an identifier in the notification message with an identifier which 
is stored at dje receiver/decoder. 

43. A riceiver/decoder according to claim 41 or 42 wherein the 
receiver/decoder has a smartcard number and the identifier comprises at least part of 
the smartcard numl er. 

44. A receiver/decoder according to any of claims 41 to 43 wherein the 



receiver/decoder g< 



nerates a signal indicating the receipt of e-mail by the mail centre. 



20 



45. A receiver/decoder according to any of claims 41 to 44 wherein the 
receiver/decoder [generates a signal for displaying at least part of the notification 
message. 



25 



46. A receiver/decoder for receiving and/or decoding a broadcast signal, 
comprising means for receiving e-mail via a first medium and means for receiving a 
notification message, indicating the receipt of e-mail by the mail centre, via a second 
medium differejnt from the first medium. 



30 



47. A receiver/decoder according to claim 46 wherein the first medium is 
a switched medium and the second medium is a broadcast medium. 

^ I 

48. System/for notifying a user of the receipt of e-mail comprising ^paratus 
according to any of claims 24 to 40 and a receiver/decoder according to any of claims 



-44-to-4^ 



)f^laims 
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49. A me^od substantially as described herein with reference to Figures 1-7 
of the accompanying dnu»dngs. 




50. Apparatus substantially as described herein with reference to and as 
5 illustrated in th^accompanying drawings. 



